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Bluegrass Bourbon: By the Bottle/By the Ounce, an
exhibition of ceramic bourbon bottles and shot glasses 
at the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft 

 
Louisville, KY - March 26, 2013 - In celebration of Kentucky's rich bourbon history and to mark the
beginning of Derby season, the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft and Louisville Clay present an
exhibition of ceramic bourbon bottles and shot glasses designed by artists from around the country.
Bluegrass Bourbon: By the Bottle/By the Ounce opens Friday, April 5th during First Friday
Trolley Hop from 5-9pm and will be on view through June 16th. Admission is free for Trolley Hop.
 
Originally ceramic bourbon decanters were created in the 1950's to help drive sales and offer bourbon
fans more eye-catching packaging suitable for gifting. These non-traditional bottles quickly became
collectors items and were produced for forty years until production ceased in the late 90's. 
 
The pieces in this exhibit pay homage to these vintage specialty bottles in material alone. They are
each unique and modern in design demonstrating the endless possibilities that this functional form
can take. Over a hundred ceramic artists from around the nation will have work featured. 
 
This exhibit is curated by ceramist Matt Long who is an Associate Professor of Art, and the Graduate
Coordinator for the Department of Art at The University of Mississippi. He has had ceramic work in
national juried and invitational shows throughout the United States and is particularly known for his
bourbon bottles and whiskey flasks. Long will give a slide show presentation at 7pm on April
5th at KMAC. This event is free and open to the public.
 
A cash bar will be available during the opening reception as well as samples from the maker of the
world's finest bourbon truffles, Art Eatables, creator of the Small-batch Bourbon Truffle, located in
Louisville, KY. Box sets will also be available for purchase.
 
Louisville Clay is an association of regional ceramic artists dedicated to enriching individual creativity
through a supportive community of peers and to enhancing the understanding and appreciation of
ceramic art.  
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Exhibits Currently On View

Matthew Ronay, February 15 through May 5, 2013
Kentuckiana Sublime, Harlan Hubbard and New Perspectives on Nature, March 14 through
May 19, 2013

Upcoming Exhibit

Bluegrass Bourbon: By the Bottle/By the Ounce. Opening April 5th. Runs through June 16th. 

About the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft is located at 715 West Main Street in downtown Louisville and
provides a platform to explore materials, techniques, and artistic expression. The Museum's goal is to
educate and inspire while promoting a better understanding of art and craft through exhibitions,
collaborations, outreach and the permanent collection. The Museum forges alliances within Kentucky,
regionally, nationally, and internationally in order to participate in a broader conversation about art and
its role in society. For more information, visit  www.kmacmuseum.org or call (502) 589-0102.
 
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 10am-5pm, Sat.-Sun. 11am-5pm. The museum is closed on Mondays.
Admission: $6 for adults/free for 18 under; $5 for military and senior citizens; free for students (with
id), $5 for groups of 10 or more.

The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft gratefully acknowledges the support of our Season
Sponsor Brown-Forman and annual programming support from the Fund for the Arts.
 
The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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