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Kentuckiana Sublime:
Harlan Hubbard and New Perspectives on Nature

 Exhibit Opening at the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft

 
Louisville, KY - March 8, 2013 - The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft (KMAC) presents a unique
exhibit featuring the American artist from Kentucky, Harlan Hubbard, and his pastoral works
depicting the dynamic relationship he had with nature. The Kentuck iana Sublime: Harlan Hubbard
and New Perspectives on Nature exhibition opens on the third floor Brown-Forman gallery on
Thursday, March 14, 2013 and runs through May 19th. The Museum will have extended hours on
Thursday until 9pm for the opening and the concurrent musical performance of Valgeir SigurÃ°sson,
which will be on the second floor. Museum general admission is $6 Adults, free for Museum
Members. An additional fee applies for attending the concert.
 
This exhibit is curated by Jessica K. Whitehead who received her Bachelor of Arts in Art History and
English from Hanover College in Hanover, Indiana. Her senior thesis exhibition in 2011 featured
Hubbard's work and provides the foundation for this show. She is now the the Inventory Control
Manager at the Kentucky Derby Museum in Louisville Kentucky.
 
18th and 19th century Europe were overrun with Romantic frenzy and artists and writers had created a
new buzzword in the art historical community: the sublime. The word was intended to describe the
transcendence of communing with nature; recognizing its overwhelming strength and power over the
diminutive human race and to communicate the consuming fear and awe a person might feel when
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confronted with lightning, mountains, oceans and rivers. Propelled by a propensity for optimism and
the ethos of Manifest Destiny, the term came to mean something quite different in America.
 
In the tradition of naturalists like Thoreau, Muir and Abbey, Kentuckian Harlan Hubbard began to live a
life of communing with nature, not fearing it. Harlan and his wife Anna became new prophets of
environmentalism and sustainability and made it their concerted mission to fully explore the symbiotic
relationship of humans to the natural world.
 
The pieces in this exhibition represent a selection of Hubbard's paintings and writings that explore his
complex relationship with nature. Each piece shows a unique aspect of his naturalistic philosophies,
beginning with his beloved Ohio, and extending to the towns, people and technology of the 20th
century Midwest. Scenes from the recent documentary by Morgan Atkinson, Wonder: The Lives of
Anna and Harlan Hubbard, will also be featured.
 
Out of his world filled with makeshift boats, homegrown vegetables and handmade comforts, Harlan
Hubbard rose as one of Kentuckiana's premiere artists, writers and naturalists. A steward, but never a
servant, Harlan lived like the river itself; always changing and evolving, slowly and respectfully carving
its impression through the Kentucky hills. Hallmarked by respect, not fear, Harlan captured the
American idea of the sublime and made it his own; his art communicates the spirit and majesty of
Kentuckiana.

Exhibits Currently On View

Matthew Ronay, February 15 through May 5, 2013
Taking the "s" Out of Craft, February 15 through March 24, 2013

About the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft is located at 715 West Main Street in downtown Louisville and
provides a platform to explore materials, techniques, and artistic expression. The Museum's goal is to
educate and inspire while promoting a better understanding of art and craft through exhibitions,
collaborations, outreach and the permanent collection. The Museum forges alliances within Kentucky,
regionally, nationally, and internationally in order to participate in a broader conversation about art and
its role in society. For more information, visit  www.kmacmuseum.org or call (502) 589-0102.
 
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 10am-5pm, Sat.-Sun. 11am-5pm. The museum is closed on Mondays.
Admission: $6 for adults/free for 18 under; $5 for military and senior citizens; free for students (with
id), $5 for groups of 10 or more.

The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft gratefully acknowledges the support of our Season
Sponsor Brown-Forman and annual programming support from the Fund for the Arts.
 
The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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